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These are appeals from an August 11, 1989, decision of the Albuquerque Area Director,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, holding that Southern Ute tribal oil and gas leases MOO-C-1420-1660
and MOO-C-1420-1661 expired by their own terms prior to August 1988 for failure to produce
oil and/or gas in paying quantities.  The appeals were consolidated by Board order of October 12,
1989.  By order of November 27, 1989, the Board approved an interim agreement and
stipulation providing for, inter alia, continued oil and gas operations on the disputed leases
pending resolution of the dispute.

On December 18, 1989, the Board received a motion for leave to withdraw from this
proceeding from appellants Meridian Oil Inc. and San Juan Basin Drilling Associates.  They state
that, because their rights are fully protected no matter who prevails in this appeal, they have no
interest in the matter and do not wish to proceed further.

The motion of Meridian Oil Inc. and San Juan Basin Drilling Associates is granted.  The
appeal filed by these two appellants, Docket No. IBIA 90-3-A, is severed from the appeal filed 
by Mobil Oil Corporation, Docket No. IBIA 89-102-A.

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the Secretary of 
the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, Docket No. IBIA 90-3-A is dismissed with prejudice.

                    //original signed                     
Anita Vogt
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